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This Brilliant Project Is Making Education Accessible
To India’s Visually Impaired.
Wanting to make the path easier for the visually impaired (VI) people is the non-pro�t
initiative, Hear2Read, which uses Text to Speech (TTS) software that processes visual
content into audio.

Have you ever browsed the internet, our most basic need today, while being
blindfolded? You would ask, what’s even the use of that? You might think that for a

visually impaired person, the crucible of information that is the internet, is too far away
from grasp.
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Most of the information we consume is based on visual cues. From signboards on the
roads to captcha �lling on the internet, the world is set around a majority of people who
are fully abled.

But when the minority of people, who are visually impaired, range
along the lines of the millions, 250 million to be exact, the world
seems too hostile for their intelligence.

Wanting to make the path easier for the visually impaired (VI) people is the non-pro�t
initiative, Hear2Read, which uses Text to Speech (TTS) software that processes visual
content into audio.

The man behind this empowering initiate is Suresh Bazaj, an entrepreneur who has been
working in the telecom industry since 1973 in the USA. The Better India spoke with
Suresh to understand the current scenario of visually impaired students in India and how
the app is helping such students.

“It’s not that every visually impaired student is exceptional, but they have the same
distribution of smart, intelligent people. The problem is the limitations of braille books.
While most of the students do receive braille books from institutions and governments,

sometimes even for free, the books are either outdated or are not available in regional
language plus they do not offer a holistic view of the subject. This puts them way back
on the quality scales of education” says Suresh
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Suresh Bazaj

on the quality scales of education  says Suresh.

And Suresh is right. Only about 10%
of blind children in India get any
type of formal education. The rest
are either too poor or do not have
the means to get access to their
type of education.

Suresh describes the purpose of the Hear2Read
software, saying “The Text-To-Speech software we have
developed is a long journey to achieve the goal of
bringing quality education to visually impaired people.”

The goal, along with the initiative, was born in 2013 when he had quit his job. Suresh had
suffered retinal detachment– which is a disorder in the eye, leading to poor vision and
was just regaining his sight.

“Back in Banaras, where we grew up, our family had supported a blind school where I
came to know about the inferior quality of education the blind students were receiving,”
shares Suresh. He continues, “Most of them came from poor backgrounds where the
parent didn’t know how to raise a blind child.”

This learning by Suresh hung on to him, and when he had the chance to do something
about it, he put together his skills and knowledge to develop a technology-based
solution that will help millions of visually impaired children get an education but also
secure jobs.

Suresh partnered with his associate, Alan Black, who was a professor at Carnegie
Mellon University’s Language Technologies Institute (LTI) to give life to the idea. With a
team of developers and volunteers, the Hear2Read app was designed.

The app could be used by any Android device and is free to download
from the Google Play store.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.hear2read.indic
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A screen shot of app – Hear2Read

The app is easy to use and talks back to the user, describing the options available. The
user can then interact via a soft keyboard (display) or a physical keyboard attached to
the tablet and manage to navigate their way into any application or websites.

Here’s a video, where 5th grade Nisha D’souza shows
how she uses the app to read books.

Hear2Read Text To Speech Demo
from Suresh Bazaj

https://vimeo.com/user45207770?embedded=true&source=owner_portrait&owner=45207770
https://vimeo.com/153237279?embedded=true&source=video_title&owner=45207770
https://vimeo.com/user45207770?embedded=true&source=owner_name&owner=45207770

